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NSW Context - Housing Stress and Homelessness

THERE WERE AN 
ESTIMATED 37,715 

HOMELESS PEOPLE IN 
NSW ON THE NIGHT OF 

THE 2016 CENSUS. 

THIS WAS A 33.7% 
INCREASE FROM THE 
28,109 ESTIMATED TO 
BE HOMELESS IN NSW 

IN 2011. 

MOST OF THE INCREASE 
BETWEEN 2011 AND 

2016 IS ATTRIBUTED TO 
A 74% INCREASE IN THE 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
LIVING IN ‘SEVERELY 

OVERCROWDED’ 
DWELLINGS.

IN NSW 76% OF LOWER-
INCOME RENTER-

HOUSEHOLDS WERE IN 
RENTAL STRESS 

COMPARED TO THE 
NATIONAL RATE OF 68%.





Social housing stock nationally has fallen 
from 5.6% in 2001 to 4.7% in 2016



2016 NSW population and household projections to 2036



So, What more is needed?

We need to recognise that social and affordable housing 
are  part of both social and economic infrastructure.  

Infrastructure funding and borrowing to help fund it. 

Straightforward and simple direct finance – not “innovative” 
funding models that are overly complex

140,000 dwellings needed in Sydney over the next 20 years, or 
7,000 per year, or 727,300 social housing dwellings across 
Australia, 29% for NSW

A third of this just to maintain the share. Current market housing targets are 
30,000 per year, so 20% of all housing growth would need to be social 
housing.



Case Study – Framework to create livable and 
growing cities for all

Collaborate to achieve shared vision, that benefits existing and well 
as new residents. 

The whole process is governed by an enabling set of statutory 
controls. 

Local community infrastructure funded through a transparent 
mechanism that shares the increase in value created

Affordable rental housing is treated as a critical social and economic  
infrastructure

Plans are collaboratively developed between trusted partners in 
government, community and industry – good place planning. 

Design excellence, with housing to meet diverse needs, a strong local 
economy, community identity and healthy environment.




